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The first Mass celebrated in Marion was likely 
by Father Devine. After 1887, when the 

Southwest State Hospital was established, 
Mass was celebrated annually for the small 
number of Catholic patients along with 
two or three nearby Catholic families. 
In the 1940’s, with the introduction of 
furniture and textile industries, more 
Catholic families moved into the area. 
Initially, they traveled to Wytheville each 
Sunday to attend Mass at Saint Mary 
Catholic Church. Father John O’Reilly, 
the pastor at Saint Mary, began to make 
trips to Marion for Mass.

In May 1951, Cardinal Spellman, Archbishop 
of New York, came to Wheeling, West Virginia, 

and learned that the mission territory of the 
Diocese of Wheeling (of which Saint Mary 
and the Marion area were a part) had 
24 counties with neither churches nor 
priests. He decided to donate $25,000 
to erect a new church in the county that 
was deemed to be the most deserving. 
The church would be named Saint 
John the Evangelist, the patron saint of 
Bishop Swint of Wheeling. In August of 
1951, Joe Scalise received a letter from 
Bishop Swint announcing Marion as the 
location of the new church.

Land was purchased at the corner of Park 
Boulevard and Route 11 in September 
1951. The building of the new church was 
completed by March of the following year. The 
pews, marble altar, statues, stations of the cross, 
and the large cross over the altar all came from 
the convent of the Sisters of the Visitation in 
Wytheville. On Easter Monday, April 14, 1952, 
Cardinal Spellman dedicated the new church. 

Saint John became a mission church of Saint Mary 
Catholic Church in Wytheville, and Sunday Masses 
were alternated between the two churches. Soon new 
plans to construct a parish hall addition to Saint John 
Church were announced. The parish hall was to be 
used for extra seating for Mass, religious 
education, an office for the priest, 
restrooms, a kitchen, and space for social 
activities. In May of 1962, construction 
began on the new addition to Saint John.

In 1974 the parishes of southwestern 
Virginia were officially transferred 
from the Diocese of Wheeling, to the 
Diocese of Richmond. Saint John 
became a parish, and on that same day 
the mission church in Abingdon came 
under the administration of Saint John 
Parish. Father Daniel Bain became the 
first resident pastor.

In preparation for the 25th anniversary 
cele bration of the dedication of 

Saint John Church, the men of the parish 
did remodeling; placing the tabernacle in the 
wall where Saint Joseph stood, plastering the 
walls, carpeting the Sanctuary, and replacing two 
marble altars with a square wooden one.

In the 1990’s, more renovations were done on the 
church: pews were refinished, new carpeting was 
laid in the church, a forced-air gas heating system 
was added, a new outdoor sign, new light fixtures 

were installed, air-conditioning was added, the front 
doors of the church were replaced.

In June 2002, the family of Saint John’s 
marked the 50th anniversary of the 
dedication of the church with a week-
long celebration.
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